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Dear Reader 

This issue of the BCA Newsletter tailored for a wide range 

of readers, but mostly for the younger audience.  It is a 

work in progress.  It may look different for each of a few 

subsequent issues.  Feel free to offer your input and 

suggestions.   

We would also like to know what you like about this 

newsletter and what you would like to have in it. 

We intend to keep it fairly short and simple, if possible.  

Intended subjects include short articles on famous chess 

players, chess problems, instructional tips, tournament 

notices, recommendations, etc. 

~Dr. Davis~ 

. 

 

A Few Benefits of Playing Chess 

 Improves mental analytical skills 

 Improves ability to concentrate 

 Teaches patience, discipline and planning 

 Teaches sportsmanship 

 Builds self-esteem 

These are only a few of the benefits-- all of which enhance 

learning ability and are transferable to other areas of life. 

 

Presidents Who Play Chess 
     By Bill Wall in Chessville Weekly 9/5/2010  
 

 George Washington (1732-1799), 1st U.S. 

President, may have played chess and owned an ivory 

chess set that is now housed in the U.S. National Museum 

in Washington, D.C.  He once said, “I read, and write, and 

play chess….” 

There is the story of Washington crossing the Delaware in 

1776 to attack the British army.  Earlier, a boy had given a 

spy report to the British commander (Colonel Rahl) that 

Washington was about to attack.  The commander did not 

want to be interrupted while he played chess, so put the 

unread note in his pocket.  The note was found in his 

pocket, unopened, when he died in battle.  

John Adams (1735-1826), 2nd U.S. President, may have 

taught his son, John Quincy Adams, to play chess.  He may 

have been exposed to chess from Benjamin Franklin.  John 

Adams wrote in his autobiography that his evenings in 

France were devoted to music, cards, chess, and 

backgammon. 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), 3rd U.S. 

President, played chess.  It was one of his favorite games.  

He started playing in his 20s and owned at least six nice 

chess sets  He collected chess books as well and had over 

6,000 books in his library.  

His books later became part of the Library of Congress 

when the original Library of Congress was burned by the 

British in 1814. 

 Continued next page                                            

“It is cool to play chess!”   ---Will Smith, movie actor 

 

Instructional Tips 

Some of these tips will be repeated at times because they 

are important and we wish to have them well remembered 

and applied. 

1. Develop your pieces (move them off the back rank) in 

this general order:  N,B,Q,R,K. 

2. Look at your opponents move before making your own. 

3. Castle early in the game. 

4. Protect your pieces and pawns with each other. 
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Puzzles--Easy 

Set these problems up on your chess set to solve. 

Do them yourself without any help. E-mail us your 

solutions or bring them to the next meeting. 

White to move and mate in one… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents continued 

James Madison (1751-1836), 4th U.S. President, was a 

chess player who played several games against Thomas 

Jefferson.  James Madison by Jeremy Roberts mentions 

that Madison was fond of chess, and that he studied the 

moves carefully, considering every step before 

proceeding.  

James Monroe (1758-1831), 5th U.S. President, was a 

chess player and purchased chess books from Thomas 

Jefferson when Jefferson departed for France  He played 

chess against Jefferson and Aaron Burr.  Monroe was an 

avid player in chess, checkers, poker, whist, and 

dominoes.  The James Monroe Museum in Virginia has a 

chess set that belonged to Monroe. 

John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), 6th U.S. President, was 

a chess player who collected chess sets.  One of his chess 

sets is displayed at the Smithsonian Museum of American 

History.  He once purchased an ivory chess set and billiard 

table for his home in the White House. 

John Quincy Adams said that chess was the best way to 

occupy time during long sea voyages.  After a sea voyage 

across the Atlantic Ocean, he wrote that a game of chess 

surpassed all other resources for killing time at sea . 

 Andrew Jackson (1767-1845), 7th U.S. President, may 

have been a chess player.  One source (Gerald Leavitt and 

Tom Standage) states that Andrew Jackson played chess 

against the Turk chess automaton.  In The American Lion, 

by John Meacham, Jackson was described as an excellent 

chess player.  He would sometimes observe his 

houseguests play chess and frequently directed the moves 

for one side or the other. 

To be continued in later issues. 

 

                

   

Tournament Notices 

Contact us for  information about these events somewhat 
local to Northeast Ohio. Space limits giving details.   

Sep.3-5    67
th
 Ohio Chess Congress, Worthington OH.  

$75, 6 Rounds—Swiss.  Time control  40/2, SD/60 

Sep. 10   Toledo  Sep. Swiss.  Toledo OH.  $20.  4 
Rounds—Swiss. Time control G/75, G/90 

Oct. 8   National Chess Day: Toledo Oct. Swiss, Toledo 
Ohio. $20. 4 Rounds—Swiss. Time control G/75, G/90 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzle 1 

Puzzle 2 

Puzzle 3 – A Little Tougher 

White to move and mate in two… 
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