
 

  

Dear Reader 

We hope you enjoyed the first issue of the newsletter.  

Here in the second issue, we continue some of the same 

themes of the first. 

More information is available on each of the subjects we 

pursue and we can steer you to those sources, if 

necessary.   

We encourage the chess players in your family to look into 

this rich history and other areas of chess as it greatly 

enhances the enjoyment and appreciation of the game 

~Dr. Davis~ 

 

 

Did You Know? 

The Cleveland Public Library houses the John G. White 

Collection.  The chess section is the largest chess library 

in the world consisting of over 32,568 volumes of books 

and serials, including 6,359 volumes of bound periodicals. 

 

 

Famous People Who Play Chess 
     --From several sources 

 Benjamin Franklin

 

Benjamin Franklin was one of our country’s greatest 

founding fathers. There is much good in this man and he 

accomplished a great deal in his lifetime.  Much more could 

be said about this great American. 

 Franklin was a diplomat, scientist, inventor, printer, writer 

and was accomplished in many other areas.  He was also 

an avid and skilled chess player. 

He was known to play chess with Thomas Jefferson who 

was also a keen player.  Jefferson would tell friends that he 

and Franklin were equal in chess playing strength.   

Ben Franklin wrote a famous essay entitled “Morales of 
Chess.”  In it he said that the game of chess was not merely 
an idle amusement.  He noted: “Several very valuable 
qualities of the mind, useful in the course of human life, are 
to be acquired or strengthened by it [chess] so as to 
become habits, ready on all occasions. “ 
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He outlined three advantages of chess; foresight, 

     “For surely, of all the drugs in the world, chess must be the most permanently pleasurable.” ---Assiac 

 

---Assiac 

 

 ---British IM Bill Hartson 

 

---British IM Bill Hartson 

 

Instructional Tips 

Some of these tips will be repeated at times because they 

are important and we wish to have them well remembered 

and applied. 

1. Make sure every move has a purpose. 

2. Keep pawns connected—build a chain. 

3. Move only one or two pawns early in the game. 

4. Control the four center squares; e4, e5, d4, d5. 
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Puzzles 

Set these problems up on your chess set to solve. 

Do them yourself without any help. E-mail your 

solutions to BrightwoodChess@gmail.com or bring 

them to the next meeting. 

 
White to move and mate in one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous People Who Play Chess continued 

He specifically noted, “foresight (planning ahead), 

circumspection (seeing the entire situation and considering 

all factors) and caution (not moving too fast) as three 

benefits of playing chess that can be applied to life. 

He recommended good sportsmanship.  He also felt chess 

taught persevering (keeping at the task in front of you). 

Franklin said, “…the game becomes thereby more the 
image of human life, and particularly of war . . .  

The game of chess was especially important to Benjamin 

Franklin, and he likened his life of business and diplomacy 

to the game. He wrote, "Life is a kind of Chess, in which we 

often have Points to gain, & Competitors or Adversaries to 

contend with. . . .The game is so full of events . . . that one 

is encouraged to continue the contest to the last, in hopes 

of Victory from our own skill."   

 

                

   

Tournament Notices 

Contact us for more details about these events. Nov. 20   

Ohio Grade Level Championships. Bertram Inn and 

Conference Center, Aurora, Ohio.  $25, 5SS, 13 separate 

sections for each grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzle 1 

White to move and mate in two.    

 

Terminology 

File – The vertical rows of the chess board; in 

algebraic notation they are lettered a-h from white’s 

side. 

Rank – The horizontal rows on the chess board; in 

algebraic notation they are numbered 1-8 from 

white’s side. 

Development – Bringing out one’s pieces off the 

back rank and into play; the major goal of the 

opening. 

Fianchetto – A move that develops the bishop so 

that it controls the longest diagonal 

Doubled Rooks – Two rooks of the same color on 

the same rank or file protecting each other. 
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Puzzle 2 

Puzzle 3 


