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Dear Reader 

National Chess Day is October Thirteenth.     

Quoting Vladimir Kramnik: 

Chess is many things to many people.  As a 

competitive sport and educational tool it is of great 

value.  Chess has proven to increase among many 

other things, creativity, concentration, strategic 

planning, abstract reasoning and decision making. 

As an artistic medium it is a form through which the 

self can be creative and find beauty and expression.  

The way one plays chess always reflects one’s 

character. 

One indication of the richly diverse world of chess is 

the vast and wide-ranging literature the game has 

inspired.  In fact, more books have been published 

on chess than all other games combined.  This is not 

surprising.  A cultural activity created a millennium 

and a half ago, that has survived essentially 

unchanged and is still popular today must have a 

strong fascination for its practitioners.  

~Dr. Davis~ 

                                   

 

Did You Know? There are many college scholarships 

available all over the country for chess players.  Among 

them are the University of Connecticut School of 

Engineering, Shimer College in Illinois, the University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, Tennessee Technological 

University, and the University of Texas at Dallas.  Other 

college scholarships are available from chess foundations, 

clubs and other organizations supporting chess. 

 

 

Chess Wisdom 

 Small errors can accumulate in a chess game.  Minor 

seemingly unimportant tiny mistakes early can come 

back to become big factors as the game progresses.  

The stronger the players, the more minor errors 

become important.  If the players are fairly equal, but 

not strong, then each can overcome small or even 

larger errors.  Sometimes in a very well played game 

a very small weak move choice can come back to 

haunt a player.  Of course, that is only because his 

opponent has taken advantage of it. 

An ancillary to this wisdom is what a player moves 

and when.  This is why we recommend piece 

development over pawn moves early in the game..  If 

a piece is misplaced, a player can redeem himself by 

moving it to a better location.  It may cost him a 

tempo, but he survives.  This is also why we say think 

at least twice before moving a pawn.  Because if it is 

not well placed, a player cannot move it back. 

                              “Chess makes man wiser and clear-sighted.”.”  --Vladimir Putin 

 

---Tim Robbins (The Shawshank Redemption) 

 

 

---Assiac 

 

 ---British IM Bill Hartson 

 

---British IM Bill Hartson 

 

Instructional Tips 

Some of these tips will be repeated at times because 

they are important and we wish to have them well 

remembered and applied. 

1.  Connect your rooks by developing the pieces  
     between them. 
2.  Double your rooks on open files.  Very strong. 
3.  Try to get your rooks to the seventh rank.   
      Doubled there if possible. 
4.  Examine every check before making a move. 
5.  Rooks belong behind passed pawns,      

     yours or your opponents. 
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Problems 

Set these problems up on your chess set to solve. 

Do them yourself without any help. E-mail us your 

solutions.  Easy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

   

#2 

Black to move and mate in two 

 

Draw by Three-Time Repetition by Ken Surratt 

Recently I reviewed a book which contained an 

admittedly "Low-fat Version of the Basics", in which a 

draw was alleged to consist of "the same sequence of 

moves...played three times." Another website (by a 

well-known & respected chess personality) declares a 

draw can be achieved by "Perpetual Check", that is a 

position in which one player, no matter what moves 

they make, cannot escape check by the second player 

on the next move. Nowhere in the Laws of Chess is 

perpetual check referred to, however. Chess players 

recognize that such a game will be drawn, either by 

application of the draw by repetition of position rule or 

draw by Fifty-move rule. 

These are not the first mistakes made about this 

particular type of draw, but they did serve to spur me 

into writing this article, hopefully the first in a series 

intended to clarify & instruct players about the 

intricacies of the laws of chess, and chess 

competitions.  We’ll offer you a baker’s dozen Points 

to Remember about this type of draw, so pay close 

attention – the lesson starts now! 

Note that the rule does not require that the position be 

repeated in successive moves, as it was in our first 

example.  The position need only occur (or be about to 

occur) three times at any point during the game.  The 

repeated position can have occurred at any point 

during the game. 

2 of 2 
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Tournament Notices 

Oct 20, 2012, Progress with Chess Monthly Open, 

Mustard Seed Market, 2nd Floor 6025 Kruse Dr., Solon, 

OH 44139.  Entry fee: $20.  USCF membership required, 

available at site.  Sections:  Open, Scholastic K-12 U1100, 
Scholastic K-12 U800, Scholastic K-5 U500.  Registration: 

9-9:45 at site.  Special Offer: Free healthy box lunch ($10 

value) to players in scholastic sections.  Info:  

www.progresswithchess.org.  Contact: Mike Joelson 216-

321-7000.  See our website for the Chess Flyer. 

Contact us at www.BrightwoodChess.webs.com for more 

details about these events.  

 

mailto:Ken@Chessville.com?subject=Draw%20by%20Three-Time%20Repetition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifty-move_rule
http://progresswithchess.com/pwcmonthly2012solon.pdf

