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 Dear Parents 

This is the first issue of the new BCA Newsletter tailored 

for St. Gabriel School.  It is a work in progress.  Feel free 

to offer your input and suggestions.   

We would also like to know what your child likes about this 

newsletter and what they would like to have in it. 

We intend to keep it fairly short and simple, if possible.  

Intended subjects include short articles on famous chess 

players, chess problems, instructional tips, tournament 

notices, recommendations, etc. 

~Dr. Davis~ 

. 

 
A Few Benefits of Playing Chess 

 Improves mental analytical skills 

 Improves ability to concentrate 

 Teaches patience, discipline and planning 

 Teaches sportsmanship 

  Builds self-esteem, 

  develops decision-making, planning, and problem 

solving skills  

 develops critical, analytical, and logical thinking 

and perseverance  

 improves concentration, memory, 

intuition and self-control  

 improves independence, imagination 

and creativity  

 inspires self-motivation, self-esteem 

and confidence 

  

These are only a few of the benefits-- all of which enhance 

learning ability and are transferable to other areas of life. 

 

CELEBRITIES WHO PLAY CHESS 
Written by MonRoi on Sat, Mar 08 2008  

 Many celebrities play and enjoy chess. Some of 
them were actually very good chess players.  

An interesting fact is that most of the Nobel Prize 

winners who played chess were in the fields of 

physics, literature and economics. A number of the 
high technology company founders play chess. 

 Research on chess in schools demonstrates that 

playing chess helps children improve their logical 

and abstract thinking, decision-making and 
creativity.  

      

This is only a brief list of famous people who played 

or are playing chess:  

USA-based business leaders who play chess: Bill 

Gates (founder of Microsoft, born in Seattle.) 

Artists and musicians: Bono (U2), John Lennon, 

Frank Sinatra, Salvador Dali, Ludwig van Beethoven, 
Sting. 

 Movie and TV stars: Will Smith, Nicholas Cage, 

Keanu Reeves, Antonio Banderas,  Matt Damon,  

Marlon Brando, Bill O'Reilly, Al Pacino, Sylvester 

Stallone.   

Nobel Prize winners: Albert Einstein (physics),  Max 
Planck (physics),  Bertrand Russell (philosopher.) 

Continued on next page… 

 

“It is cool to play chess!”   ---Will Smith, movie actor 

 

Instructional Tips 

Some of these tips will be repeated at times because they 

are important and we wish to have them well remembered 

and applied. 

1. Develop your pieces (move them off the back rank) in 

this general order:  N,B,Q,R,K. 

2. Look at your opponents move before making your own. 

3. Castle early in the game. 

4. Protect your pieces and pawns with each other. 
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Puzzles--Easy 

Set these problems up on your chess set to solve. 

Try to do them yourself without any help. E-mail us 

your solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

 Nobel Prize winners: Albert Einstein (physics),  Max 
Planck (physics),  Bertrand Russell (philosopher.) 

 Writers: William Shakespeare, George Bernard 

Shaw, Isaac Asimov, Charles Dickens, Lewis Carroll, 

Rudyard Kipling, Edgar Allen Poe, Robert Louis 
Stevenson,. 

Royalty and Politicians: Napoleon Bonaparte (French 

Emperor), Winston Churchill (British Prime 
Minister), Many U.S. Presidents. 

Mikhail Gorbachev (former USSR president), Boris 

Yeltsin (Russian leader.) 

Other famous people: John Paul II (pope), Isaac 

Newton (physicist), Christopher Columbus 

(explorer), Sir Francis Bacon (philosopher), Karl 

Marx (German philosopher), Joseph Pulitzer 

(newspaper publisher), Voltaire (philosopher).  

 

                

   

Tournament Notices 

The St. Gabriel Chess Club will host a free spring 

chess tournament for grades K-8 on Saturday April 

25th.  It is open to all young chess players in 

Northeast Ohio.  Participants will play four games.  

The tournament  will be divided into two sections by 

grade group with awards for the top three finishers 

in each section. 

Sign-up is by email only.  Deadline to enter is April 

18th.  No exceptions.   Each section will be limited to 

36 participants.  To register online go to 

www.StGabrielChessTournament.weebly.com.    

 

 

 

 

 

Black to move and mate in two… 

Puzzle 1 

Black to move and mate in two… 

Puzzle 2 
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The United States Chess Federation (USCF) vision: 

“Our vision is to enrich the lives of all persons and 

communities through increasing the play, study, 

and appreciation of the game of chess.” 

This is also ours at Brightwood Chess Association. 

too. 

 

http://www.stgabrielchesstournament.weebly.com/

